I) Intro Paragraph

a. Thesis

i. There were many influences, events, and tragedies that happened in Alice Walker’s life that is seen very much through her writing in The Color Purple.
b. Being an African American in her youth and into her adulthood was difficult.
c. Being a lesbian, which was advised against, was part of her life.
d. Starting out in a poor part of town, from a poor family, making her way to the top.

II) Hardships of being an African American woman
a. In that time being an African American woman was being the lowest of the low in all of American society. (Source 5)
b. In her book she tried to show and make proud the old African American traditions and customs. (Source 4)
III) Hardships of being a bisexual person.
a. Both in reality and in the novel The Color Purple, being bisexual is looked at in a negative way by many people. (Source 3)
b. The relationship between the main character and her girlfriend is both sexual and spiritual. (Source 5)
c. Like in real life, the two of them completely rebel against what is, “acceptable.”

IV) Hardships of being lower class and poor

a. In the book the main character was raped and impregnated by her stepfather.
b. She was lower class and did not have any money.

c. In Alice Walkers life, she started in a poor sharecropping family, but later went to college and became really successful with her writing.

V) Closing Paragraph

a. Many Similarities between Alice Walker’s own life and the main character.
b. It was hard for Alice Walker to come out and tell everybody, so she wrote it through her book The Color Purple.

c. The book won the Pulitzer Prize.

